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as it was.    Years  later,  on a similar  occasion,
the ascetic  had directed  that  dancing   women
should not be included in the procession  in front
of him.    Often he would walk along the bank of
his river and  here  and   there  see  the women
from the villages bathing in the stream.    They
were handsome  as  had   been  his   mother and
sisters.    If they  noticed  the ascetic they would
cover themselves  and  sit, or go further into the
water and bend their heads shyly.    The ascetic
would be aware of  them  and turn his face the
other way and walk on heart-whole.    Now and
then  he would   say  to   himself   that   the   boy
Krishna should  have taken up the sarees of the
women   who were   bathing   because   they   had
shown   unnecessary    self-consciousness   in   this
manner.
We have to understand from this not that
the ascetic was impervious to beauty of form, but
that, seeing beauty, he yet did not desire to
possess it. He was aware of beauty but was
fancy-free. He rejoiced when he saw a beautiful
form. But that joy was of the same kind when'
the form was that x>f a girl or young woman or
that of a handsome boy or youth. Seeing such
beauty the ascetic would say to himself, u God has
increased the beauty in this world from age to